Getting Started
with eBird: Track
Your Bird
Sightings Like a
Pro

Sarah Preston



What is eBird??

* World’s largest
biodiversity-related
citizen-science project

* Provides a way for anyone
around the world to store their
birding observations, photos, R {SSPESEy
and sound recordings -

- eBird data is used by birders, RISLEEE
educators, researchers, and R—
conservationists

* Free open access system
that is easy to use, fun, and
rewarding

* Benefits birders and birds
themselves
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Why should you use eBird?

For conservation and science
* Every sighting can make a
real difference
For your personal birding

* Track lists, discover new
birds, get alerts, and plan
outings

For community and learning

* Connect with birders, learn,
and improve
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Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica

Abundance
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eBird Lingo

Sighting

Any observation or detection of a
bird by sight or sound

Checklist

List of all species found while
birding

Life list
All the species seen in your life

eBird Hotspot

Publicly shared, named location on
the eBird website where multiple
birders can submit checklists to
create an aggregated view of bird
sightings for that spot

Target species

A specific bird you are hoping to
find



Find Birds Near You: Explore Species

= = DATE: Year-round, Past 10years ~ feloN oMl Q Enter place name or address..
eBird species maps

* Heat maps of observations, Year-Round, All Years
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Find Birds Near You: eBird Mobile

* Tap “Explore” for recent observations
near you

* Tap to see “Targets”

* Or click species and scroll and look for the
bullseye symbol

* Tap “Edit” to change the date range or
radius of your search

» Tap “Target Species to adjust settings
for:
* Region
 Type of list

Target species

Highlight species needed for your:

List Type
v Life List

Year List (2025)

Month List (September, all years)

Day List (17 September, all years)

Cancel




eBird Checklist Time!

eBird’s Three Simple
Steps

*Where did you go
birding”?

*How did you go birding?
*\What did you find”?
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Choose a location Done

Share Your Observations:

Where did you go birding? e
When to Start and Stop ! ¥

* Several short checklists are
better than one long one

O Wildwood Park

=
=
—
=
m
<
o
=
5’s
Z
)
O
r-v
Sy

=
sl
b oat
=5

Choosing the Location
* Location where you were
Q Search nearby locations

birding
.eBird hOtSpOt — o Wildwood Cultural Center and Park 1.0 mi

. ® 6740 Center St, Mentor US-OH 1.0 mi
* Personal location

(41.6872,-81.3394)

® US-OH-Mentor-Wildwood Park - 11 mi
41.6608x-81.3257 ’




Edit track

' Falrport Harbor
@ West Breakwat
y ¢ Lighthouse
/
{r

" Headlands Dunes
§ O state Nature
Preserve

leadlands Beach 7~
State Park
Z0 Sl
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¢ 202 2.07mi

Minutes Total distance: 2....

Drag slider ends to edit

00:00 3:22:07
M}
0.00 mi 2.99 mi

ondare Your
Observations:
Where did you go

bi rdliﬂg-bistance

*eBird Mobile tracking feature
 Can edit your track if you forget
to stop the checklist

 Start a new list when you
enter a new habitat

» Keep distances to 5 miles or
less

* If not tracking, report the
unique distance traveled
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Share Your Observations: )
How did you go birding?

Types of Checklists 0
* Traveling Obsze rrrrr 2 f o |

o Share checklist with...

 Stationary
* Incidental . | |

Is this a complete checklist of the birds you were able
to identify?

» Historical ‘ Y :
Are you reporting all

species?
Did you bird with others? 0 Species .

* Submit only one list and share
with the group




Share Your Observations: {# |
What Birds Did You Find? dcoiocnsl. I

Install a bird pack
« Submit sightings using eBird
Mobile or the eBird website
eBird Mobile
* Install a bird pack Jll Deipedsaiies i v

are likely to see in different

« Enter checklist in real time B e it
. . ‘ without an internet connection.
* Provides a list of expected il
. eBird can suggest packs based
species based on GPS Qo vourocation

location, your bird packs, _
. ; View suggested packs
and time of year _



Share Your Observations:
What Birds Did You Find™

Type Birds in the Quick Entry
Bar

* Quickest way: # species nhame
or abbreviation, then tap name
in list

* Alternate way: species, then
click + to the left of name in list

* Add detalils: click species name
to bring up window with space
for comments, breeding info

* Toggle between checked view
and fiilll checkliet view

m 00:00 1.72mi o Mentor Lagoons

Nature Preserve

X
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Add observation or find species

Canada Goose

Mallard

Killdeer

Spotted Sandpiper
Ring-billed Gull
American Herring Gull
Bald Eagle

Downy Woodpecker
Pileated Woodpecker
Eastern Wood-Pewee
Great Crested Flycatcher
Red-eyed Vireo
Black-capped Chickadee
White-breasted Nuthatch
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Share Your Observations
. . I c d G one
What Birds Did You Find * ™ D
Counting Birds N;mberObserved M_e(:!i/n
* Count birds individually when
possible
e Estimate Iarge ﬂOCkS Heard only flock
*Use “X" to indicate a species oG cone -

was present, not a “1”
« X Is appropriate in some cases

« Some high counts require
comments
* “Please add information how you

identified the birds and how you
arrived at the count”

nfe Add breeding code




Share Your Observations
Reporting unusual birds

Bird Entries Flagged as “Rare”

* Species is rare for that location
and/or date

* You will not be able to submit
your list until you add comments
to document any flagged
species

* Describe what you observed in
as much detail as possible
« Add photo(s) or sound
recording(s) if possible

e An eBird reviewer mav follow-ubp

Mentor Marsh State

m 00:00 0.43mi O Nature Preserve--

Likely species based on 497 checklists in 20x20km area
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Add observation or find species

Song Sparrow

Lincoln's Sparrow
Bobolink
Black-and-white Warbler
Tennessee Warbler
Nashville Warbler
Connecticut Warbler
Common Yellowthroat

Magnolia Warbler
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Share Your Observations:
Add your photos and soun

TO Ad d a P h oto o r S o u n d to a n Manage Media 155ept20258:43AM Mentor Marsh State Nature Preserve-Wake Robin, Lake, Ohio, US  Send feedback  Go to media in
e B i rd C h e c k I i st ‘ Drag and drop media from your file system onto the correct species.

 Open your checklist on ebird.or
 Click the “Add Media” button T o L T DO

*Find the species by scrolling or e rs——
typing in the filter species box

° C“Ck “Add Medlau neXt tO the 2 CanadaGoose
species o Wood Duck

* Upload youir files

° Add noteS and details 1 American Herring Guill

1 Great Egret

Habitat/Soundscape Photos thatillustrate habitat or recordings without a focal species @

2 Mourning Dove



Additional Resources

* Cornell Lab Bird Academy’s
eBird Essentials course — FREE

* You Tube Videos

* Introduction to eBird by Cornell Lab
of Ornithology

» Submit Your Sightings on eBird T TN o
Mobile — eBird Essentials by -
Cornell Lab of Ornithology

 eBird Essentials — Bird Academy
by Cornell Lab or Ornithology




